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We the undersigned group of 12 professionals working in the fields of
child health, welfare, education and media, have long been concerned about
the impact of sexualised images of the young in the media.

We note the recent articles published by The Sunday Age, which have
highlighted the concerns of parents, and have also indicated that the
advertising industry is starting to respond(8/4/07). We write to applaud
The Sunday Age in its determination to monitor the situation to see if
real progress is achieved.

For this to happen it is necessary for the advertisers and marketers, and
the general community, to really understand that real harm can be done to
children’s development through such media portrayals of the young. It’s
not enough for the AANA to respond only because of public pressure.

Children need to be protected from sexual exploitation by adults and
should be able to develop their own understanding of sexuality in a safe
way, and when they are emotionally ready for this. Marketing to, and media
representations of children in age-inappropriate ways send a clear message
to the community that this is acceptable, and can contribute to the
increasing rates of child abuse. And there is much more to the story.

Perhaps The Sunday Age could convene a roundtable of children’s

professionals, advertisers and marketers where the facts of life could be
explained?

Yours sincerely

Dr Neil Wigg. President, Paediatric and Child Health Division of the Royal Australasian College of
Physicians.

Steve Biddulph, Psychologist, author, and Australian Father of the Year 2000.

Prof Frank Oberklaid. Director, Centre for Community Child Health, Royal Children's Hospital, Melbourne
Prof Dorothy Scott.  Director, Australian Centre for Child Protection, University of South Australia

Rita Princi. National Convenor, Australian Psychological Society: Child, Adolescent & Family Interest
Group; Princi Consulting

Bernadette McMenamin AO. CEO, Childwise Australia

Dr Louise Newman. Director, NSW Institute of Psychiatry

Dr Joe Tucci. CEO, Australian Childhood Foundation

Dr Patricia Edgar AM. Author and Founding Director, Australian Children’s TV Foundation
Emeritus Professor Freda Briggs AO, Child Development, University of South Australia
Hon Terry Aulich. Executive Director, Australian Council of State Schools Organisations

Jane Roberts President, Young Media Australia



